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Getting Started 
 

Introduction 
 
StreamBank is a collaborative effort of volunteer stream monitoring groups. The 
StreamBank website serves as a central repository for volunteer monitoring data. The 
initial members are located in Southwest Ohio, but it is hoped that other groups 
across the state and region will take advantage of this service. This website provides 
a secure online backup of data and allows participating groups to make their data 
visible to a wide audience. The goal for the StreamBank Regional Water Quality 
Database is to provide sound water quality information, collected by volunteers, to 
the general public, academia, resource agency staff and local decision makers. 
 
StreamBank is a powerful tool that contains interactive graphing & reporting features 
to customize selections and cross query data sets. As additional groups participate, 
water quality data can be viewed in connection with other parts of a single watershed 
and across neighboring watersheds. 
 
It is very important that all the data collected was scientifically credible. Great effort 
is taken to train volunteers to collect and analyze water samples from local surface 
waters in accordance with strict quality assurance protocols and as part of a project 
study plan. Participating groups are encouraged to pursue Credible Data status with 
their respective state and federal agencies. 
 
The analytical data posted on this site were generated to satisfy specific data quality 
objectives of each group participating in the Regional Water Quality Database. All of 
the samples were analyzed and collected by trained volunteer water quality monitors. 
Users of the data must understand potential limitations of the information and its 
suitability for their intended use. Please refer to the appropriate Project Study Plan 
and Quality Assurance document for each data set. 
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Registration 
 
The general public may enter the website as a guest with read-only access by 
clicking on the Enter As Guest button on the home page at streambank.info 

 

 

 
Use of the StreamBank system is available to other volunteer monitoring groups that 
have developed a Project Study Plan and Quality Assurance Project Plan. For more 
information on creating an account, please contact Bob Lentz, Butler County Storm 
Water District at 513-785-4101, or your groupõs administrator.  
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http://www.streambank.info/


Website Overview  
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Section Overview 
 
Map 
 
This section includes information on how to use the map and map tools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map Tools  
 
The Overlays allow the user to toggle layers off and on by checking the box next to 
the name. The three layers available are Municipal Boundaries, 
Watershed (HUC 12) and Locations.  
 
To view layers, check the box next to the layer name in the 
Overlays box.  
 
 
 
 
To turn the layer off, uncheck the box next to the layer.  
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Locations 

Locations are the blue triangles on the map at http://www.streambank.info/. 
Locations are where various samples are taken. The user can click on a site for more 
details. The corresponding location will be highlighted on the map.   
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Locations and Samples 
 
This section includes information on the Locations and Samples grids, how to search 
within them, how to get details, how to edit and how to add pictures. 
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Locations  
 
Each Location is represented as a blue triangle on the map. Each Location is assigned 
a unique ID and Site Name by the group that collects the sample. To view Site Details, 
select an item in the Locations table.  

Click on the Details button .  
 
Samples 
 
Each Sample belongs to a Location. The Samples are 
located below the Location table and are represented 
by a date. To view Sample Details, select a Date in the 

Samples table. Click on the Details button .  
 
Searching 

Click on the Search button in the 
Locations menu.  
 
Users can filter for specific Locations by Group, 
Municipality or Principle Watershed. It is 
suggested to select from one criteria only. 
Better selection options can be performed within the Reports and Charts. 
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Reports 
 
This section includes information on how to view reports, create reports, and save 
reports based on user level. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creating Reports 
 

Locate and click on the Reports button  in the Locations table. To create a 
report, click on the Create Report button in the Report Console.  
 
Viewing Reports 
 

Locate and click on the Reports button  in the Locations table. To view a 
report, click on the View Reports button in the Report Console. Reports can be 
created and saved by Administrators for easy viewing by public or volunteers. This 
saves the user from having to recreate a report that will be frequently viewed. 
Volunteers can create and save reports to their own account for private viewing. 
 
Navigating Reports 
 
When creating a report, users can switch back and forth 
between Report Viewer and Report Builder by hovering over 
the page name, and clicking on the title. In Report Viewer, the 
user can switch to the Report Builder.  
 
In Report Builder, the user can switch to the Report Viewer.  
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In Report Builder, the user can change a 
Summary Report to a Listing Report or vice 
versa.  
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Charts 
 
This section includes information on how to view Charts, create Charts and save 
Charts based on user level. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creating Charts 
 

Locate and click on the Charts button in the Locations table. To create a 
Chart, click on the Create Chart button in the Chart Console.  
 
Viewing Charts 
 

Locate and click on the Charts button in the Locations table. To view a 
Chart, click on the View Charts button in the Chart Console.  
 
 
Navigating Charts 
 
When creating a chart, user can switch back and forth by 
hovering over the page name, and clicking on the title. In 
Chart Viewer, the user can switch to the Chart Builder.  
 
In Chart Builder, the user can switch to the Chart Viewer.  
 
 
 
In Chart Builder, the user can change a Line Chart to a Scatter Chart or a vice versa.  
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Download Data 
 
This section includes information on how to download all the data in the system or 
only searched for data in shape format, Excel format, KML format and WaterML 
format. This section is available to Volunteers and Admin only.  
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Downloading Data 
 
Data can be downloaded from the website in the following formats: shape format, 

Excel, KML and WaterML. Click on the Download Data button  in the 
Locations grid.  
 
Users can download all data available or from their 
search results.  
 
Select a file type in the File Type dropdown.  
 

Next, click the Get File button to download the 
files.  
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Tips & Tricks 
 
Web Browser Recommendations  
 
It is highly recommended to use Google Chrome as the internet browser while 
viewing this site. This website was optimized to work with Chrome. You can download 
it for free at https://www.google.com/intl/en-US/chrome/browser/.  Mozilla Firefox 
versions 30.0+ and Internet Explorer 9+ will also function adequately.  
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https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/95346?hl=en


FAQs 
 
What is the StreamBank? 
 
StreamBank is a collaborative effort of volunteer stream monitoring groups. The 
StreamBank website serves as a central repository for volunteer monitoring data. The 
initial members are located in Southwest Ohio, but it is hoped that other groups 
across the state and region will take advantage of this service. This website provides 
a secure online backup of data and allows participating groups to make their data 
visible to a wide audience. The goal for the StreamBank Regional Water Quality 
Database is to provide sound water quality information, collected by volunteers, to 
the general public, academia, resource agency staff and local decision makers. 
 
StreamBank is a powerful tool that contains interactive graphing & reporting features 
to customize selections and cross query data sets. As additional groups participate, 
water quality data can be viewed in connection with other parts of a single watershed 
and across neighboring watersheds. 
 
How do I register? 
 
Use of the StreamBank system is available to other volunteer monitoring groups that 
have developed a Project Study Plan and Quality Assurance Project Plan. For more 
information on creating an account, please contact Bob Lentz, Butler County Storm 
Water District at 513-785-4101. 
 
What is the recommended browser? 
 
It is highly recommended to use Google Chrome as the internet browser while 
viewing this site. This website was optimized to work with Chrome. You can download 
it for free at https://www.google.com/intl/en-US/chrome/browser/.  Mozilla Firefox 
versions 30.0+ and Internet Explorer 9+ will also function adequately.  
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